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amend articles 314 and 315, chapter 3, title 9, of the Penal
Code of the State of Texas,” submitted the following re-
port: .
CoMMITTEE RooM,
AvusTiN, February 13, 1888,

Hon. Marion Martin, President of the Senate, and Hon C. R Gibson, Speaker of the

House of Represent.tives:

The confercnce committee on the part of the Senate and the
House, appointed to consider the disagreement between the Senate
and the House, on Senate bill No. 39, having conferred together and
considered the same, beg leave to make the following report:

The committee have agreed that the House recede from each of
its amendments to the original bill, so far as they strike out any
part of said bili, and that said bill be amended by inserting after the
word “place,” and before the word “ to,” in the fourteenth line of
the printed bill, the words “ at which people are assembled or,”
and recommend that the amendment, as proposed by this com-
mittee, be adopted. FowLER, Chairman Senate Committee.

Tavor, Chairman House Committee.

| i Senator Houston introduced a bill entitled “An act to pre-
scribe the time for holding the terms of the district court
in the several counties comprising the twenty-fourth judi-
cial district.”

Referred to Committee on Judicial Districts.

Senator Fleming introduced a bill to be entitled “An act
for the relief of W, S. Anderson, providing for the refund-
ing, by the State, of certain taxes illegally collected.”

Referred to Committee on Claims and Accounts.

Senator Matlock introduced a bill to be entitled “An act
to prohibit the sale or giving away of intoxicating liquors
within five miles of the center of the public square in the
town of Seymour, Baylor county.”

Referred to Judiciary Committee No, 2.

Also, “An act to amend article 379 of the Penal Code,
and add thereto article 379a, 379, 8379¢ and 379d, in refer-
ence to the enforcement of the local option laws.”

Referred to Judiciary Committee No. 2.

Senator Pfeuffer mnoved to suspend the regular order of
business, and take ap the joint committee report made by
Senator Kleberg this morning, relative to the inspection of
the Alamo, etc. ’

Adopted, and report of joint committee also adopted.

On motion of Senator Houston, the report of the free
conference committee on disagreements of the two Houses
on Scnate bill No. 39, just referred to, was adopted.

Senator Peacock, chairman of Committee on Public
Buildings and Grounds, submitted the following reports:

CoMMITTEE RooMm,
AusTIN, February 14, 1883.

Hon. Marion Martin, President of the Senate:

Your Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, to whom was
referred Senate bill No. —, entitled *An act authorizing the State
Firemen’s Association to erect a monument in the capitol grounds,
in the city of Austin,” have carefully cxamined the same, and in-
struct me to report the same back with the recommendation that it
do pass, with th¢ following amendments: Amend the caption by
striking out the word “‘authorizing,” and insert “to permit.”’
Amend scction 1 of the bill by striking out the word ** authorized,”
and ingerting ‘* permitted.”

Allof which is respectfully submitted.

. Pracock, Chairman,

Bill read first time.

A CO%AMITTEE Roowm,
Hon. Marion Martin, President of the Senate : usTIN, February .14, 1888.
Your Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, to whom
was referred the memorial of James B. Smith, late contractor for
the building of the temporary State capitol, have carefully exam
ined the same, and a majority instruct me to report the same back with
the recommendation that only so much of said claim be allowed as is
provided for in the accompanying bill, and that said bill do pass.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
PEacock, Chairman.

Bill read first time.

The morning call over, on motion of Senator Terrell, the
Senate went into comimittee of the whole in consideration
of the pending resolution of Senator Gooch.

(Senator Houston in the chair.)

IN SENATE.

(Lieutenant-Governor in the chair.)

"The chairman of the committee of the whole Senate re-
ported progress in the consideration of the business before
the committee, and asked leave to sit again as a committee
of the whole Senate to-morrow morning after the morning
call.

Report received and request granted.

The following messages were received from the House,
announcing the passage by that body of the following bills,
to-wit: House bill No. 35, to be entitled “An act to amend
article 426 of the Penal Code, as amended March 15, 1881,”
and substitute House bill No. 36, to be entitled “An act to
amend article 743 of the Penal Code,” and also the follow-
ing: :

Mr. Presldent:

I am instructed to inform your honorable body that the following
members of the House have been appointed on free conference com-
mittee to consider the difference of the two Houses on Senate
amendment to House bills Nos. 95 and 196, viz: Messrs. Frymier,
Caven and Henderson.

J. W. BooTn,

Chief Clerk.

AusTIN, February 14, 1888.

Also, the following message was received from the.
House, announcing the passage of House bill No. 34, to
be entitled “An act to amend article 186 of the Penal
Code,” and House bill No. 286, to be entitled “An act to
provide a clerk for the Secretary of the Board of Educa-
tion, to fix his salary, and to make an appropriation for the
same.”

On motion of Senator Shannon, the Senate adjourned
until 10 o’clock a. m. to-morrow.

THIRTY-SECOND DAY.

SENATE CHAMBER,
AvusmiN, TExas, February 15, 1883.

Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

Lieutenant-Governor Martin in the chair,

Roll called. Quorum present.

Prayer by the Chaplain,

On motion of Senator Randolph, the reading of the
journal of yesterday was dispensed with, and the same
adopted.

Senator Davis presented a petition of F. M. Sherwood
and other citizens of Dexter, Cook county, for an amend-
ment to the Constitution, forbidding the manufactury and
sale of intoxicating liquors.

Referred to Committee on Constitutional Amendments.

Senator Shannon presented a memorial of numerous cit-
izens of Parker county, praying the Legislature to pass a
joint resolution permitting the people of Texas to vote on
a constitutional amendment prohibiting the importation,
manufacture or sale of intoxicating liquors in the State.

Referred to committee on Constitutional Amendments.

Senator Traylor introduced the following bills :

A bill entitled “An act to amend article 435 of the Code
of Criminal Procedure of the State of Texas, providing for
the transfer of indictments from the district courts t®
courts having jurisdiction thereof, and amendatory thereof,
approved February 5, 1881.”

eferred to Judiciary Committee No. 2.
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A bill entitled ‘“An act to amend article 4767 of the Re
vised Civil Statutes, regulating the fees of tax collectors.”

Referred to Committee on Finance.

Senator Perry introduced a bill to be entitled “An act to
prohibit Jelective officers and attorneys at law from be-
coming sureties on bonds and recognizances.”

Referred to Judiciay Committee No. 1.

A message was received from the House informing the
Senate of the passage by that body of House bill No. 38,
entitled “An act to amend article 1272, chapter 9, title 29,
of the Revised Civil Statutes of the State of Texas.”

Senator Jones introduced a bill to be entitled “An act to
amend title 5, chapter 1, of the Penal Code of the State of
Texas, by adding thereto articles 140a and 1405.” '

Referred to Judiciary Committee No. 2.

The President announced that the morning call was
over, and the hour had arrived for the Senate to go into
committee of the whole, in compliance with the request of
the chairman of the committee yesterday, on the resolution
of Senator Gooch.

Senator Gooch moved that the Senate go into committee
of the whole. *

Adopted.

(Senator Gooch in the chair.)

IN SENATE.

The chairman of the committee of the whole reported to
the Senate that the committee had adopted fifteen sec-
tions of the resolution under consideration, and recom-
mend that the same be adopted by the Senate,

Senator Houston moved that the chairman and secretary
be allowed until to-morrow morning to prepare and reduce
to writing the report of the eommittee of the whole, for
presentation to the Senate,

Adopted.

A message was received from the House informing the
Senate of the passage, by the House, of Senate bill No.
193, “ An act to provide for the improvement and repairs
of the Lunatic Asylum, the enlargement of the asylum
grounds, and to make an appropriation therefor.”

The President gave notice of signing Senate bill No. 30,
“ An act to amend article 1000, of chapter 1, title 13, of the
second section of ‘an act to adopt and establish a Penal
Code and a Code of Criminal Procedure for the State of
Texas,’ passed February 21, 1879.”

Senator Cooper, chairman of the Committee on Enrolled
Bills, submitted the following report:

CoMMITTEE RooM,
AustiN, February 15, 1883.
Hon. Marion Martin, President of the Senate:

Your Committee on Enrolled Bills have carefully examined and
compared Senate bill No. 190, being “ An act making a special ap-
propriation for the support of the Supreme Court at Galveston,”
and find the same correctly enrolled, and have this day, at 10:25
o'clock a. m., presented the sgame to the Governor for his approval.

- COOPER, Chairman.

The President took up and referred the following House
bills, to-wit:

House bill No, 38, entitled “An act to amend article
1272, chapter 9, title 29, of the Revised Civil Statutes of
the State of Texas,” to Judiciary Committee No. 1.

House bill No. 34, entitled “An act to amend article 186
of the Penal Code,” to Judiciary Committee No. 2.

House bill No, 35, entitled “An act to amend article 426
of the Penal Code, as amended March 15, 1881, to Judi-
ciary Committee No, 2.

ouse bill No, 36, entitled “An act to amend article 743
of the Penal Code,” to Judiciary Committee No. 2.

House bill No. 286, entitled “An act to provide a clerk

for the Secretary of the Board of Education, to fix his sal-

" ary, and make an appropriation for the same,” to Committee

on Education.
Senator Fleming, chairman of Committee on Federal Re-
lations, submitted the following report:

CommiTTEE RooM,
: AvsTIN, February 15, 1883,
Hon §Marion Martin, President of the Senate: -

Your Committee on Federal Relations, to whom was referred
Senate bill No. 221, entitled ‘‘An act to provide for the preparation,
auditing, tabulation and presentation, for examination by the officers
of the United States government, of all such claims, accounts and
demands of the State of Texas against. the government of the
United States, as are referred to and provided for in the act of the
Congress of the United Utates, entitled ‘ an act to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to examine and report to Congress the
amount of all claims of the States of Texas, Colorado, Oregon, Ne-
braska, California, Kansas and Nevada, and the Territories of Wash-
ington and Idaho, for money expended and indebtedness assumed
by said States and Territories, in repelling invasions and suppressing
Indian hostilities, and for other purposes,” approved June 27, 1882,
ard to make an appropriation therefor,” have care-
fully examined the same and instruct me to report the same
back, with the accompanying substitute, with the recommendation
that the substitute do pass.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

FLEMING, Chairman

Bill read first time.

Senator Harris for joint committee of free conference on
substitute House bills Nos. 95 and 190, “With regard to the
establishment of an asylum for the treatment of the insane,
etc., in North Texas,” submitted the following report:

ComMITTEE RooM,
AUsTIN, February 15, 1883.
Hon. Marion Martin President of the Senate and Hon. C. R. Gibson, Speaker of the

House of Representatives:

Your committee of free conference, to whom was referred the
difference between the two Houses upon substitute House bills Nos.
95 and 190, have considered the same, and respectfully report and re-.
commend that the Senate amendment No. 1 be amended to read as
follows : Btrike out all after the word “‘least” in line 16, of printed
})ill(,i apd insert “400 acres and not more than two thousand acres of

and.’ :

Your Committee further recommend that the Senate do recede
from amendment No. 2.

JNo. H. TRAYLOR,

A. J. HARRIS,

J. A. MARTIN,
Senate Committee.

B. F. FRYMIER,

W. J. CAvEN,

T. C. HENDERSON,
House Committee.

On motion of Senator Haaris, the report just submitted
was adopted by the following vote :

YEAS—22.

Collins, Gooch, Peacock,
Davis, Harris, . Perry,
Evans, Houston, Pfeuffer,
Farrar, Jones, Pope,
Fleming, Kleberg, Shannon,
Fowler, Martin, Stratton,
Getzendaner, Matlock, Traylor.
Gibbs, .

NAYS—none,

The following message with accompanying documents,
was received from his excellency, the Governor: v

The message was read, and, on motion of Senator Gooch,
the. message and documents were referred to the Commit-
tee on Finance,

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the State of Texas:

GENTLEMEN :—I deem it proper, in accordance with the request
of the Hon. W. J. Swain, Comptroller, to call your attention to the
diffcullies attending the efforts of perso.s desirous of paying taxes
on lands heretofore unrendered. = . )

It is not to be denied that the subject is one that demands legisla-
tion, and I deem the suggestion of the Comptroller excellent.

His letter to me, of date February 14, is herewith transmitted.

What is known as the ‘ new abstract,” is 8o imperfect, and the
constant confusion that must be certain to ensue, for the want of a
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erfect abstract, impels me lo recommend the passage of an act
lookiug to the compilation of a complete and _perf et absiract by
the Commissioner of the guncml Luud.Oﬂl.cc. .IL can ouly be done
in a perfect manuer by him or under his direction. )

{ also herewith transmit a resointion of the Capitol Bourd,
adopted at its mecting ou the fourteenth instant. The coustry,
the Governor, aud your honorable bodies are fallv apprised of the
difficulties attending the erection of this the temporary eapitol build-

o
m"]‘his resolution was adopted by the Board after s personal and
careful examination of t_h(: building and its surronmlin;‘.rs,. and T add,
after a personal inspeetion hy myseif, nud it is u patent fact that in
cage of a continned heavy rain, that this building would be seri-
ously endangered.

An immediate removal of the rubbish around the building, and
the raising of the sidewalks, and plicing heavy stone davemems
thercon, with high curving, as well us ruch other repaii as will
readily stggest themselves, are imperatively demanded, and I re-
commend the appropriation of the sum named in the resolution for
that purposc. .

T am, gentlemen, vespectfully yours,

Jno. IRELAND,
Governor of the State of Texas.

OricE or COMPTROLLER,
ATsTIN, Febraary 1., 1883,
Fon, Jolin T dand, Governor of Texas, Anstin, Texas:

Si:—By an aet approved August 19, 1876, providiug the manner
of eollecting the taxes doe on all lands which have not been ren-
dered for taxation from 1870 to 1876, the Compiroller was required
to make up a list of all such unrendered lands and forward same to
the severnl counties to be procecded agrinst, as direeted by the act,

The compilation of this Jist wus besun by Comptrolior S, tL
Darden, but in the progress ol the work the duliculties that pre-
sented themselves were =0 serfous  that, in his annual report o the
Governor for the year ending August 31, 1878, he stated that it was
dmpossible to make up a list of the narendered Jands with proper
aceuriey.

.On the twenty-fourth of April, 1879, the act of Aungust 19, 1376,
wag repealed, and a new act pussed, with the view of mecting the
difficultics which existed in the orizinal statutes,

The work was prosecuted under the new act, and in 18580 the lists
for about forty countics were completed and forwarded to the sev-
cral counties.  These lists were compiled from old and imperfect
records, and were found io he =0 inacenrate that the Seventeenth
Legislature, at its special sexssion, passed an act suspending all pro-
ceedings on said lists until the Comptrolier could prepare such lists
as were considered accurate,

The work was continued Ly

[Ton. W. M. Browp, Comptroller,

with the new ahstracts of land titles and the impossibility of mak-

ing correct lists has been o clearly demonstrated, that T deem it
proper to eall attention to the xubjeet that some steps may be taken
looking to a {inal disposition of the guestion.

Seme of the difficulties in the way of compiling accurate lists of

the unrendered lands are cvident even 1o the most casunl  ob-
server.  In almost cvery county of  the State  the  rendi-
tion  of lands for taxation has  been s inaceurate as  to

make it, in a good number of cases, impossible to determine,
by compurison with the abstracts, what grant the assessment
was intended to cover. 1t is not an unusual ocenrrence that owners
of lands, in rendering same, give. instead of original wrantee, the
tame of the party who conveyed the title to them, and in many in-
stances o grantee Is given; in other cuses, Where (here are gseveral
grants in the same county in the same name, the renditions are so
Imperfecet that it is impossible to determine which srant is meant.

tna creat many instances the taxes may have been paid by the
owners in ful’, but the imperfeet renditions, make identitication im-
possible, and should lists be compiled {rom such imperfect data, the
rights of citizens in many eaxes wonld be violated, and a ¢loud cast
upon the title to property which, in fact, was free from any claim
for tixes due the State,

his is no new question now presenting itsell for the first time.
Asfur back in our history as 1530 we lind @ statute, approved Feb.
ruary 11 of that vear, which wus enacted to reach the rame evil in
YUr fax system that our present law wag intended to correet.  Fol-
OWing up the action had under that law we tind the same unsatis-
factory results, The sume conditions that existed then exist now,
lf"l[dcr ng e compliance with the law impossible without involving
Terlousty the rights of property holders. )
l\l_fft“_""'il‘.‘é to the Comptroller, on. Jas. B. Shaw, for the year
R “In the progress of the

. I speaking of this sulject he says:
vXamination (motwithstanding every means have been nsed ro guard

“,éf‘f'_!lﬁ't i, Liind it exceedingly difiiculf. and in some instances im-
bossibie, owing to vagueness of its deseviption, to identify w consid-

erable portion of the property rendered in the different counties,
with the Commissioner's abstract, in consequence of which many
tracts of land are linble to be sold for taxes which have already been
paid.”  In his report for 1854-5 the Comptroller, Mr. Shaw, in al-
luding to the some object, says: “ Subsequent experience has only
strengthened the belief that the present law is not adequate to the
object for whichi it was enacted. and that the public interest requires
that it should receive the attention of the Legislature at its present
session,” In his succeeding report for 1866-7, he again states that
subsequent expericnces has only strengthened the belief that our
pre=ent law is inadequate to the object of its enactment.

Thus we find that the same difficulties we labor under now pre-
sented themselves in the carly history of the State, and the matter
drageed along from year to year without a satisfactory solution.
The difficulties which were considered so great even when Texas
was in ber infancy as a State, have increased a thousand fold, and
the errors growing greater by the lapse of time, have rendered it
pow impossible to muke even an approximately correct list of lands
which have not becn rendered for taxation.

On the twenty-second of April, 1871, anact was passed prescribing
how property might be free from haclk taxes,providing that any person
who should render and pay the State and county taxes levied by
that act, for the year 1871, and threc times the amount of State and
county taxes so assessed and paid, should be fually acquitted and
discharged of all demands of the State upon property so paid on for
hack taxes of any character.

Under the provisions of the act authorizing veluntary renditions,
large amounis were paid into the treasury; taxpayers often ren-
dering property for taxation, which had not been assessed for ten or
welve years.

Allusion is made to past legislation upon this subject to show how
unsuceessful have been all Iaws in the past in reaching the lands
which hiave not heen rendered for taxes. The difficulties have in-
creased with cach year, and in view of this fact, and the further fact
that many of the land owners of the State are desirous of paying the
back taxes on their lands, and thus relicve them of any claim on the
part of the State. 1 would respectfully suggest that the attention of
the Legislature he called to this subject as one of great importance
to the people.

I would therefore recommend that the act of April, 1879, be
amendad by the Legislature at the present session so as to permit
the owners of Iands which have not been rendered for taxes to ren-
der the same for all back years to the assessor of the county in
which the land is situated.

It is belicved that a considerable sum will be realized to the
State by adopting this method.  Under the present law, no person
can pay their taxes, however much they may desire to do so, until
all the forms preseribed by the act of 1879 are complied with.

Respect fully,

Wy. J. Swamx, Comptroller.

OFFICE OF CAPITOL BOARD,
ATsTIN, February 14, 1883,

Reso' red, That it is the sense of this Board that the immediate ap-
proprintion, by the Legizlature, of the sum of sixteen thousand dol-
Jars ($16.000) is absolutely necessary for the protection and safety of
the temporary State capitol building; a portion of said amount to
be at once applied for sewerage. drainage and fire protection, the
balance to be used for interior and exterior finish, and for grading
and paving, ete.. as set forth in the report and estimate of the super-
intendent of construction of said building previously submitted.

Resaleed further, That His Excellency, Governor John Ireland,
President of the Capitol Bourd, be and is hereby respectfully re-
quested to transnrit this resolution to the Legislature.

The forcgoing resolution was unanimously adopted by the Capitol
Board wta meeting of -aid Board held this, ihe fourteenth day of
Febraary, 1883

Respectfully.
Jxo. T. DICKINSON,
Secretary of the Board,
On motion ol Senator Pope, the Senate adjourned until
10 o’clock to-morrow morning.

THIRTY-THTIRD DAY.

SExATE CHAMBER, |

AusTiN, February 16, 1883, §

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment,
Licutenant-Governor Martin in the chair,
Roll ealled.  Quorum present,



